Reiseroute: pelhi - Jaisalmer - Manwar - Jodhpur -
Ranakpur - Udaipur - Kota - Ranthambore - Jaipur
- Fatehpur Sikri — Agra — Delhi

Schwerpunkt der Reise:

e Die Destinationen haben wir so gewahlt, dass Sie einerseits die
indische, besonders die Rajasthani, Vielfalt kennen lernen und
anderseits weniger Reisezeit von einer zur andern Destination
brauchen.



Um die langen Autofahrten zu vermeiden, haben wir flir Delhi -
Jaisalmer die Flugverbindung gewahlt.

Zwischendurch gibt es nach Mdglichkeit einen halben Tag zur freien
Verfligung, um das Erlebte zu verarbeiten.

Die Begegnung mit verschiedenen Religionen, regionalen
Eigenheiten, Baukunst, Musik sind ebenfalls bei dieser
Reiseroutenwahl berlcksichtigt (siehe Grafik unten).




UNBEKANNTES RAJASTHAN - AUF DEN SPUREN DER
MAHARAJAS: 16 TAGE

Unbekanntes Rajasthan - auf den Spuren der Maharajas : 16 Tage
Rajasthan ist die meist besuchte Destination Indiens. Denn dieser
Gliedstaat vermittelt fast alles, was das Herz eines Indien - Besuchers
erfreut: grosse Vielfalt an Sehenswirdigkeiten, eine stolze Bevdlkerung,
Geschichte, Baukunst, Malerei, Natur, Architektur, Landschaft, Musik,
Kunst, all dies fasziniert. Rajasthan, das Land der tapferen und ritterlichen
Volksgruppe, wo die Rajputen — Kampfkaste in der Geschichte Indiens
gegen eindringende Moslem, Englander, usw. kdampften. Gleichzeitig sind
die Menschen aber auch Romantiker mit einmaliger Musik geblieben. Dem
Reisen in Rajasthan haftet ein gewisser Zauber an, der nirgendwo auf der
Welt seinesgleichen findet. Es ist das Land der Superlative. Alles hier ist
atemberaubend schén, beeindruckend und faszinierend. Erleben Sie diese
besondere Schénheit selbst, in wenigen Tagen.

01. Tag Ziurich - Delhi

02. Tag Delhi

Vormittag Sightseeing von Neu-Delhi

Der Grundstein dieses Stadtteils wurde im Jahre 1911 durch die
Kolonialmacht England gelegt. So entstand sidlich des historischen
Stadtkerns das moderne Neu-Delhi. Die von den britischen Architekten
Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) und Herbert Baker (1862-1946) geplante
Reissbrettsiedlung nach dem Vorbild einer britischen Gartenstadt wurde
1931 eingeweiht und ist noch heute Sitz aller indischen Regierungsstellen.

Sie besuchen die grosszligig konzipierte Stadt mit India Gate,
Prasidentenpalast, Parlaments- und Regierungsgebaude, Connaught Circus,
usw. Besuch des in Lotusform in weissen Marmor gebauten Bahai Tempel
und das Hamuyan Grab mit dem ersten Garten des indischen
Subkontinents. Letzteres wurde im Jahre 1533 erbaut und

ist seit 1993 Weltkulturerbe von UNESCO.



http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neu-Delhi
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Lutyens
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Baker
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gartenstadt

Nachmittag Besuch von Alt Delhi

Dieser Stadtteil vermittelt einen Eindruck vom Glanz der indischen
Vergangenheit. Wir besuchen die Freitagsmoschee, das Rote Fort, das
Grabmal von Mahatma Gandhi. Anschliessend fahren wir mit einer Rikscha
durch den Chandni Chowk, was urspringlich sinngemass "Mondschein-
Markt" bedeutet. Er ist einer der altesten und belebtesten Markte in Alt Delhi
seit dem 17. Jahrhundert. Hier erlebt man ein Gewuhl von Menschen.

- 03. Tag Delhi - Jaisalmer(SG 123 Dep. 10:30 - Arr. 12:00)

In time transfer to airport to connect flight to Jaisalmer, on arrival transfer
to hotel.

Afternoon free. Evening The Royal Cenotaphs of Bada Bagh

Bada Bagh is called Bara Bagh in the local language and it means a “big
garden®. However, this place is anything but a garden. This is the place that
was built as a memory of the royal family - for those Kings and Queens
who passed away. The typical tomb shaped cenotaphs are called Chhatris.
The first one that was built was for Jai Singh II by his son Lunkaran in the
16th century. Jai Singh II was known for his contribution to making the
desert around Jaisalmer green. He set up a dam near a lake and help parch
the dry heat of this place. To honor him, his son set up a memorial in the
form of this cenotaph near this dam and created a large park around it.



' 04. Tag Jaisalmer

After breakfast, visit of Jaisalmer City : The citadel C|ty built in the 12th
century is an archltectural dream in yellow ,
sandstone lying in the lonely silence of the
Thar Desert, would provoke wonder, at what
could have induced Jaisal, a Bhatti Prince, to |
settle right in the heart of a desolate desert.
The Forts and Palaces and several superbly
carved Jain temples in and around Jaisalmer
are all reminiscent of a gloriously history. '
From the balconies jutting out from either side of the lanes, almost touch
overhead. Patwon ki Haveli, Nathmalji ki Haveli are some of the notable
mansions. Gadisar Lake, This tank outside the city walls, once held the
town's water supply, and, befitting its importance in providing precious
water to the inhabitants of this arid city, is surrounded by small temples
and shrines. A wide variety of waterfowl flock here in winter

Afternoon excursion Sam
Desert: Located 45 kms west of
Jaisalmer, are the proper sand dunes and
popular with camel safaris, this Jaisalmer's
nearest real Sahara like desert, the ripples
on the wind caressed dunes create
enchanting images - a photograph's
delight. The sand shimmers under the
glow of hotel sun highlighting what actually
a desert stands for. Various cultural programmes are organized again the
backdrops of these fascinating dunes. Camel Ride on Sam Desert.

Carwl Rde Jesnmer

05. Tag Jaisalmer/Manwar (170 Kms/03 Hrs)

After breakfast, drive to Manwar, on arrival check in at camp

Manwar Camp : Located 6 kms from the resort in the midst of the
wilderness surrounded by the sand dunes is the
splendid isolated splendor of Manwar Tented
camp . The concept of MANWAR Desert Camp
seems to trace its birth to the 17th century when
while on his way to the battlefields, the Mughal
Emperor Jehangir, known for his luxurious
lifestyle, used to set up royal style camps. These
camps were equipped with all the amenities. This
tradition was followed by later rulers as well as those of Rajasthan for their
hunting trips, royal gatherings and recreational activities.




An oasis of rare exclusivity The MANWAR TENTED CAMP consists of 30
- colorfully decorated, safari-style tents
arranged in a semi-circle around a central
=+ ‘durbar’ Hall , Each of the thirty tents is
- carefully placed for commanding views
mm over the desert wilderness. They are
extremely luxurious - more like mini-
marquees with smart polished traditional
camping style teak furniture, rich jute
rugs and lovely custom designed block-
printed tent linings. Beds are large, can be arranged as single, double or
twins, and have electric lamps on side tables that light the tents effectively
at night.
Large windows have pull up flaps to allow light and fresh desert air through
and permanent insect netting to keep out
any unwelcome visitors. The attached
tiled bathrooms have running hot and
cold water, flush toilets and proper wash
basins. For cold desert nights each tent B
is provided a electric blower for heat.
Delicious Indian Meals are provided in
the strategically located dining tent (the
central durbar) which offers breathtaking views of the sunrise, sunset and
the surrounding country side.

Evenings are livened up by campfire (mashaals) and local musicians &
dancers. With stunning sunrises, mesmerising sunsets and dazzling night
skies, life in this peaceful wilderness is spectacularly elemental - and
extraordinarily silent.

Afternoon Camel ride and jeep Safari to the Local Villages : The Village
walks in contrast to the Jeep & Camel safaris

offer a quieter
.+ and more
¥ informative way
to experience
. the desert way
of life around

MANWAR. .
Longer safaris B
= take you to ‘ | 2 .
® Khichan (45 VAR, -
minutes from Manwar) where thousands of
migratory birds come every year from October to March . The villagers of
Khichan have a very special relationship with these birds. During the winter
season, over 8,000 - 10,000 birds can be seen at Khichan. This
phenomenon was nurtured by one villager by the name of Ratan Lal Malu
Jain, who began to feed these birds twice a day, several years ago. As the

i




number of birds began to increase, he sought the help of his fellow villagers,
who rallied to 'adopt' these birds. The wealthier farmers were approached
for donations of grain or for money to purchase grain to feed these birds.

The grain is spread in the fields in the night for the early morning feeding
and once again in the afternoon before the cranes returns for an evening
meal. Khichan is a perfect example of how man can co-exist with nature
and even nurture the survival of a particular species. It is a shining example
of the conservation efforts of a group of people driven by a sheer love of
nature, without the help or encouragement of any outside forces.

Overnight at Camp

06. Tag Manwar

Stay at Manwar camp and various activities as mentioned above.

Overnight at Camp

- 07.Tag Manwar - Jodhpur (110 Kms/02 Hrs)

After breakfast drive to Jodhpur, on arrival check in at hotel.

Afternoon visit
Jodhpur City:
The home of the |,
Rathore rulers - |
the princely
state of
Rajasthan. A
high 10 kms
- o i long stone wall :
protects the weII fortified city. Within, stands an imposing fort on a low
range of sandstone hills, about 125 mts. above the surrounding plains. Visit
Mehrangarh Fort - founded in 1459 A.D. by Rao Jodha (After whom the
city is named) the Fort is intricately adorned with long carved panels and
latticed windows of exquisite designs in Red Sandstone. Jaswant Thada
(Marble Cenotaph of Maharaja Jaswant Singh)- an imposing white marble
cenotaph built to commemorate the acts of bravery and generosity of the
rulers in 19th century.
After breakfast drive to Deogarh, upon arrival check-in at hotel.




08. Tag. Jodhpur - Ranakpur - Udaipur (260Kms/06-07 Hrs.)

After breakfast, drive to Udaipur, en-route visiting Ranakpur: The
Ranakpur Jain Temple was built during the
reign of the liberal and gifted Rajput monarch
Rana Kumbha in the 15th century. There are
four subsidiary shrines, twenty-four pillared
halls and domes supported by over four @&
hundred columns. The total number of columns =g
is 1,444 all of which are intricately carved with == 22
no two being alike. The artistically carved nymphs playing the flute in
various dance postures at a height of 45 feet are an interesting sight. In
the assembly hall, there are two big bells weighing 108 kg whose sound
echoes in the entire complex. The main temple is a Chaumukh or a four-
faced temple dedicated to Adinath. Parsavanath Temple is also known as
Patriyon Ka Mandir. In close proximity to this temple, you can trace two
other temples dedicated to Neminath (22nd saint) and Surya Narayan (Sun
God) respectively. Here, Surya Narayan Temple has innumerable wall
projections with circular structure. The sight of Lord Surya driven in his
chariot of seven horses is truly pleasing.

After visit, continue drive to Udaipur, on arrival check in at hotel.

09.Tag Udaipur

Morning free

Afternoon visit Udaipur City: In the
most midst of this romantic fate ridden land you come Udaipur, beautiful
city of lakes, palaces and fountain. In the shadows of dark green hills,
Udaipur's three lakes - Pichola, Fateh Sagar and Udai Sagar are shimmering
jewels from the opal surfaces of which rise fairytale white palaces.
Maharana Udai Singh sought shelter here from the Mughal hordes and then
tarried to fashion a city out of the silent vale.

Visit the City Palace Museum - grandeur and intricacy stroked all over in
Granite, Marble and Mosaic displayed in the sparkling white filigreed
balconies and windows, ornate arches and cupolas atop magnificent



octagonal towers, Jagdish Temple - built in 1651 A.D. Also visit Sahelion Ki
Bari - the spectacular garden displaying the unique life style of the royal
ladies who once lived in the palace.

Evening enjoy common boat cruise on The Lake TE—
Pichola (subject to water). Lake Pichola is the
largest and the most beautiful of Udaipur's lakes - it
is overlooked by hills while palaces, mansions,
bathing ghats, gardens and temples dot its banks.
Jag Mahal and Jag Niwas are the two island palaces
that add to the lake's romantic ambience.

10. Tag Udaipur - Kota (285 Kms/ 05 — 06 Hrs.)

Drive to Kota.
If possible, visit of a school!

Later visit to Bundi : Taragarh Fort must
have been
built by
angels not
by human
beings," o
commented Rudyard Kipling. The
Taragarh Fort, built in 1354, with its
imposing structure of stone, is situated
on p—
a
steep hill and has massive battlements [
and ramparts. The fort welcomes the |
tourist through an enormous gateway.
Once inside the fort, one can see the
Bhim Burj, the largest battlement, and
a huge water reservoir carved out of
solid rock that once supplied water to
the palace. The fort also provides a
panoramic view of the entire town of Bundi. The view over the town and
surrounding countryside from the top are magical, especially at sun set.
Taragarh is reached by steep road leading up the hillside to its enormous
gateway. Take a path up behind the chitra Shala, go east along the inside
of the ramparts then left up the steep stone ramp just before the Dudha
Mahal, a small disused building 200m from the palace. The Palace, A
magnificent edifice has now been converted to a museum and presents the
Rajput architecture where it holds within its confines some of the great
Bundi murals. Sukh Mahal, Built as a splendid summer palace on the Sukh
Sagar Lake, it is encircled by the lush greenery of the gardens. Chhattar
Mahal or the Palace of Towers, A steep, paved carafe-way is the only way




to reach the monument. The palace houses interesting things like the Hazari
Pol or Gate of the thousand, the Naubat Khana, the Hathi Pol with its old
water clock and the Diwann-e- Aam.

11. Tag Kota — Ranthambore (135 Kms / 03 Hrs.)

Der Ranthambore National Park befindet sich in einer malerischen Lage am
Treffpunkt der Aravalli Hills und des Vindhyan Plateau im &stlichen
Rajasthan. Ranthambore war berihmt als Jagdgebiet der ehemaligen
Maharajas von Jaipur. Der Chambal Fluss im Stden und der Banas Fluss im
Norden sind die Quelle flir das Wasser in diesem Park, der eine Flache wie
der Kanton Obwalden hat. Die Idee, eine Tierwelt zu bewahren, kam vom
ehemaligen Herrscher von Jaipur.

12.Tag Ranthambore

Ein Besuch dieses grossen Reservates lohnt sich alleine schon wegen der
beeindruckenden Schénheit der Buschlandschaften, Klippen und Seen sowie
der Fauna und Flora. Baume wie der Banyan-Tree mit seinen dichten
Luftwurzeln oder daneben ,The Flame of the Forest" sind zu bewundern.

Mit Glick kénnen sie den Tiger in ihrer nattrlichen Umgebung beobachten!

13.Tag Ranthambore -Jaipur (170 Kms / 03 - 04 hrs.)

After breakfast drive to Jaipur.

Afternoon: Free time for own actviity.



14.Tag Jaipur

After breakfast, proceed to Amber fort the ascent to the Fort will be on
Elephant back (Subject to availability) /
Jeep. Amber Fort: At a short distance of 11
kms, from Jaipur, the Amer Fort complex
stands amidst wooded hills overlooking the
Delhi-Jaipur highway, with its forbidding
ramparts reflected in the still waters of the
= Maota Lake below.One of the finest examples
« of Rajput architecture, it was the ancient
capital of the Kachhawah rulers. The original
palace was built by Raja Man Singh and additions were made later by Sawai
Jai Singh. Within the palace are the Diwan-e-Aam or the "Hall of Public
Audience", the Diwan-e-Khas or the "Hall of Private Audience" and the Sukh
Niws where a cool breeze blows across channels of water for the purpose of
air-conditioning. Here are the private chambers of the queens with windows
having latticed screens so that the ladies could watch the proceedings of
the royal court inprivacy. There is also the Jai Mandir or the "Temple of
Vicotry", with its famed Sheesh Mahal, the scintillating "Hall of Mirrors".

Afternoon, visit Jaipur City: Hawa Mahal : Also known as the Palace of
Winds was built in 1799 . It is a part of the : :

City Palace and was commissioned by Sawai
Pratap Singh. The Hawa Mahal was designhed
for the ladies of the royal household to
watch the going on the street while
themselves remaining hidden from public
view. City Palace Museum - In the heart &5
of the old city is former royal residence built ¥
in a blend of the Rajasthani and Mughal
styles. A part of this palace is now a museum. The rest of the palace serves
as the living quarters of the royal family of Jaipur. The palace also has an
art gallery with an excellent collection of miniature paintings, carpets, royal
paraphernalia and rare astronomical works.

Jantar Mantar (Observatory) - A stone observatory, known as Jantar
Mantar, was built by Jai Singh II, a great astronomer. It is located near the
City Palace. It is the largest and the best-preserved observatory of the lot.
By means of the instruments here, astronomers could measure the
positions of the stars and calculate eclipses.



15. Tag Jaipur - Agra (260 Kms / 06 Hrs.)

After breakfast, drive to Agra, en-route _
visiting Fatehpur Sikri: A fascinating ghost |
town, lies a little beyond Agra the deserted -
Red sandstone city that was built by Emperor
Akbar as his capital. It was a veritable fairy
tale city and its ruins are still in a pristine | s
condition. It is not hard to imagine what the
court life must have been like in the days of its
grandeur. Set like a jewel in a courtyard of pink

sandstone is the marble tomb of the Saint Salim Chisti, enclosed by
delicately carved marble screens and visits Buland Darwaza, Panch Mahal,
The Jami Mosque, Birbals Palace, Sunhera Makan, Palace of Jodha Bai,
Kahan-i-khas, Diwan -i-am.

16.Tag Agra

At sunrise, visit Taj Mahal and later to Agra Fort.

Taj Mahal: Agra is the city of the Taj Mahal,
perhaps the most photographed monument in
the world. However, no matter how many
pictures you have seen or no matter how high
your expectations are, the Taj never lets you
down - the unparalleled glory and beauty of the
building surpasses beyond all human

= imaginations. At sun rise we visit the Taj Mahal
to W|tness thls spectacular monument built for love. Besides perfect
symmetry in every aspect of its construction, the inlay work of semi-
precious stones into marble in Pietra dura style is absolutely remarkable.
(Taj Mahal Closed on Friday’s)

Agra Fort- On the shores of River Yamuna, to the northwest of the Taj
Mahal, Emperor Akbar started a majestic fort, which gained Jehangir and
Shah Jahan as its future benefactors who added rose-red sandstone and
marble buildings to it respectively. Within 2.5- km-long and 20 feet high
fortified walls, the premises of the fort houses many visionary palaces, such
as the Jahangir Palace and the Khas Mahal, audience halls, such as the
Diwan-i-Khas; and two very beautiful mosques. Afternoon free.

17.Tag Agra/Delhi (210 Kms/04 Hrs)

After breakfast, drive to Delhi to Airport and Flight to Zirich.



